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THE HAMILTON MANUSCEIPTS- 



[The following MSS. are without name or date, but contain internal evidence of having been 
written by a member of the Hamilton family, about the latter end of the 17th century, and certainly 
prior to the year 1703, in which the death of one of the family occurred, who is mentioned in them 
as being alive at the time they were written. They were therefore composed almost contempo- 
raneously with the celebrated " Montgomery MSS," written between the years 1698 and 1704, and, 
with which the narrative contained in them is intimately connected. The originals are in the pos- 
session of the family of the late well-known Archibald Hamilton Kowan, Esq, of Killyleagh Castle, 
county of Down, who entrusted them to their present Editor, in the year 1834, for publication at 
some future time, with a request that he would illustrate them with any observations he might con- 
sider necessary. The mass of valuable facts and documents which the Editor has since collected for 
this purpose, and which in the few leisure intervals of a busy professional life he has been able to 
connect with the MS. in the form of Notes, will best prove the manner in which he has fulfilled the 
trust. We have great satisfaction in being made the medium of first communicating these curious 
papers to the public in the pages of our Journal. Ed. Ulst. Joukn. or Archeology.] 



THE HAMILTON MANUSCRIPTS. 



9th Judges, 19th v. — I/ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house 
this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you : — 2Qth v. But if not, &c, — 



CH A P. 1. 

Of the Rev. Hans Hamilton of Dunlop." 

* * * * * 

that in * * * * 

should be received * * * * 

as deserving (so far as * * * * 

public notice and observation * * * 

* In Ayrshire, Scotland, 



This Gent, was born eldest son to a Gentleman <> * * * 

descended of the Duke Hamilton's family * * * 

by his lands Raploch, ngw of 400 years standing or thereabouts. This Hans, being found a very 
hopefull youth of good parts and disposition, was bred at Schools and Colleges so far as was then 
usual yet of no other design, but to give him the accomplishments becoming his station and natural 
endowments. But as it fell out that he was drawn to appear for the Queen Kegent in arms, in his 
youth, and by ill advice he contracted the displeasure of the reforming party, and thereby, through 
the malice of the friends of his father's second wife, was deprived of tie estate whereunto he was 
born the righteous heir, and so exposed to what other way of livelihood God would provide for him. 
In this case, as he had made very commendable progress in humane literature, he was advised to 
betake himself to the study of Divinity, wherein his progress and good behaviour were so observable 
and commendable, that he was ordained Minister of Dunlop in Cunningham, where he lived very 
usefully and commendable in the whole remainder of his time, c * * 



and died within * * * * 

love betwixt them * * * * 

their neighbours and with * » * 

t&em.— 2. That they bred all their sons to creditable employments, and married their daughter 
creditably to one William Moor, of Glandergtown — 3. That they were much courted to enter-' 
tain and breed the most considerable gentlemen and noblemen's sons, (by the help of good school- 
masters, whereof he had still one of good reputation,) which they did to the great obligation of 
parents and youths committed to them. — 4. He was a very painfull, profitable, and wise minister, 
friend, and neighbour, in the esteem of all good men in his time. — 5. In his homely way of speaking, 
he .called his six sons (in allusion to the country expression) his plough ; and, on the account of the 
death of his third son, (whereof hereafter) he used often, with grief, to say, that his plough was 
broken. — Ten days before he died (being then in good health though considerably aged) he called 
for five or six of the discreetest of his parishoners to him, and desired them to accompany him to 
the church, where he told them, "I (sayd he) shall die within few days, and thought fit to acquaint 
you that I design to be buried in this (pointing to the place) spot of ground, and put it upon you to 

see it bo done." On his return to his house, he called at a carpenter's house, and enjoined him * 
• * * * * * 

by him ***** 

k Thomas (of Raplock) the youngest son of Sir John Peerage, p. 1.] 
Hamilton, Lord of Kadshaw, whose eldest son James c He married Margret Denham, daughter of the Laird 

was ancestor to the Lor J Visoount Strabane.— [3 Lodges of Weshiels. 
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his eldest son * 


* 


to be erected, whi * 


* 


much out of repair) and a school 


* 


back of it of considerable value. 








CHAP. 2. 

Of the aforesaid six brothers, their * AND outward estate. 



The names of the above-mentioned six sons, in the order of their birth, are James, Archibald, 
Gawin, John, William, and Patrick. — James gave very early indications of his great aptitude for, 
and disposition after learning, and so passed his time in schools until he had received all the usual 
parts of learning taught in that Kingdom, and was within a little afterwards looked upon as one of the 
greatest scholars and hopeful wits in his time, insomuch that he was noticed by King James and 
his grave Council as one fit to negotiate among the Gentry and Nobility of Ireland, for promoting 
the knowledge and right of King James's interest and title to the Crown of England, after Queen 
Elizabeth's death ; and, on this account, was advised to write a book of his said interest, which was 
done to very good effect, and * * * of all persons concerned in the three Kingdoms. 
Therefore he was called to keep a public Latin school at Dublin, being instructed in the mean while, 
and creditably supplied for conversing with the Nobility and Gentry of Ireland for the King's ser- 
vice above mentioned, as he was very serviceable and acceptable therein. * * 
to * ■• * * * 
-gu * , * * * 
perfect * * * * » 
account ***** 
philosophy ***** 
Elizabeth, * * * * ■* 
in that country for teaching philosoph * * * 
parts of academical learning. James Usher d * entered with him the first scholar, and 
both continued that station 'till the said James Usher finished his course, and passed all the degrees 
usual in that or any other college, with great approbation of both masters and scholars, which the 
said James (afterwards Lord Primate of Ireland) acknowledged with all gratitude, in an epistle de- 

i Born 4th January, 1580-1 ; was made Bishop of Meath in 1621, and Archbishop of Armagh in 1624 ; he died 
in March, 1755-6. 
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dicatory, which he prefixes to one of his learned books which he dedicates to the said (at that time) 
Lord James Claneboy.' 

Therefore, on the aforesaid design, he is stationed at London, to negotiate privately with Queen 
Elizabeth, her Court, Council, and other Nobility and Gentry, ' until, at last, he becomes the welcome 



e A strange combination of oiroumstances supplied 
Dublin at this time with two schoolmasters of very su- 
perior attainments. James VI. of Scotland, doubtful 
of succeeding quietly to the throne of England on the 
death of Elizabeth, sent to Dublin, in the year 1587, two 
cleverlimissaries, James Fullerton and James Hamilton, 
to keep up a correspondence with the Protestant no- 
bility and gentry in the neighbourhood; and they, to 
conceal more effectually the object of their mission, 
opened a school, in which Fullerton acted as the master, 
and Hamilton as the usher. Although the office of school- 
master was assumed merely for the purpose of conceal- 
ment, yet both these individuals seem to have been 
eminently qualified to discharge its duties. It is most 
probable that Fullerton was an early pupil of the learned 
Andrew Melville, who had brought from the Continent 
to the University of Glasgow a knowledge of the learned 
languages rarely possessed at that period, and who de- 
voted himself to the instruction of those committed to his 
oare. Dr. M'Crie has suggested the possibility that both 
Hamilton and Fullerton were class-fellows of Melville, 
at St. Andrews ; because there appears in the list of 
admissions for the year 165 3, the names of James Ful- 
lerton and James Hamilton : but this seems absolutely 
impossible, for, as none of his class-fellows could be 
younger than Melville, (who was admitted at twelve 
years of age,) Hamilton must have been 97 years of age 
at the time of his death in 1643; and yet, only two years 
before, he received a commission from the Lord Justices 
and Council to raise the Scots in the North of Ireland, 
and put them under arms, in order to resist the violent 
progress of the rebellion. It seems, then, nearly certain, 
that the James Fullerton who came to Ireland was not 
the class-fellow, but the pupil, of Andrew Melville, 
lamented at Glasgow in 1581. Hamilton may also have 
been under the same tutor at St. Andrew's ; for, in 
1585, James Hamilton was made Master of Arts ; and 
at that time Melville had been for some years Prin- 
cipal of New College. To the school in Dublin, opened 
under such extraordinary circumstances, James Usher 
was sent, when eight years of age ; and he continued 
there for five years, exciting the admiration of his in- 
structors by his diligence and quickness. The pupil 
was not insensible to the value of the instruction he 
received from his masters, for Dr. Parr states that 
"whenever he recounted the providences of God to- 
wards himself, he would usually say, that he took this 
for one remarkable instance of it, that he had the oppor- 



tunity and advantage of his education from those men 
who came thither by chance, and yet proved so happilv 
useful to himself and others.' —Elrintfton'a life of 
Archbishop Ussher,p. 2. On the 9th of January, 1593-4 
Trinity College, Dublin, was first opened for the admis- 
sion of students. On the college being opened, Fuller- 
ton and Hamilton were appointed Fellows, in addition 
to the three persons named in the Charter ; and James 
Usher was admitted as a student under the tuition of 
his former master, James Hamilton, being then 13 years 
of age.— Ibid. p. 5. Parr, in his Life of the Archbishop, 
says that Hamilton was appointed a Senior Fellow ; but 
this is a mistake, for the distinction of Senior and Junior 
Fellows appears to have been first made in the year 1614. 
Ibid. — Note, to p. 6. 

1 The following most interesting letter, which was writ- 
ten whilst he was so stationed in London, to James Ful- 
lerton (mentioned in the preceding note) who was then 
in Edinburgh, gives a more minute account of the Earl 
of Essex's rebellion than is to be found in any English 
history. The statements in it differ materially from 
those made by Camden ; but, as it would seem from its" 
contents, that Mr. Hamilton accompanied Essex to the 
city, and continued with him till the last of the procla- 
mations which he mentions, this gives a high degree of 
authority to the statements in the letter, which strongly 
corroborate the account of the same transaction, given 
in a life of the Earl, lately published by the Honorable 
W. B. Devereux : — ' 

" Having written these other letters this morning, and 
purposing to have sent them by sea with Jacob Baron's 
man, who cam to receave a part of th' annuitie for the 
Erie of Marr, the strangenes of an admirable occurrent 
hath moved mo to alter my purpose and send these and 
all by post. This it is S r .— Yesternight late a warrant 
cam from court (by S r . Walter Raugbley and the Lord 
Cobham, as is said) to the Erl of Essex, with this pur- 
port (as is yet surmised), that he should com to the 
court, to wen he answered that then it was no tyme, and 
that next morning he would. Others say that it was to 
carry him to the Tower, but well St. he stood suspitious 
of the malice of those that brought the said warrant, 
fearing lest they might put hand on him, and so refused'. 
Now this morning their was sent to him the L. Keeper. 
IA Cheef Justice, L Tre'., and S r . William Knolles to 
Essex House, after ten (as is said) for ther speeches they 
are not knowen, but that it should be for the former mat- 
ter * These particulers alreadie set down, although 



•Note.—" Of this there is no great certainty ; but the 
Earl, coming out of Essex- House, cried ' I am for the 
Queen 1' 'God save the Queen !' I Btand for my lif : 
this I do that I be not murdered in my house, as 
Eaughley and Cobham would have done to me upon 
my bed the last night :' and this he and his people 



did deliver still in all the streets. The Lord Keeper 
and the rest was sent to him as I do write, and they 
earn by ootches to Essex-House, but returned [by 
water, and presentlie, upon their return to the Court, 
Essex was proclaimed traitor at the Court, &c.> and so 
burst out of his house to London. &c." 
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informer and messenger from the Queen's Council of England, that the said Queen, being dead, by 
her latter will and testament, and consent of the said Council, he, the said King James, was pro- 



they be in most mens mouths, and that I have them from 
men of speciall knowledg, yet I will not aver them abso- 
lutelie in every point, till hereafter that I shalbe able to 
resolve you, but they are alleadged for the grounds of 
the things that hath thus ensued, wch you shall receave 
lor certain and upon my word. Upon the departure of 
yonder people and Counsellors from the said Erie, the 
Erie presentlie cam from Esses- House to London about 
a quarter of an hour after eleven, and cam in at Lodgate, 
and so to Cheapsyde (the L: Mayor, Sheriffs, and all the 
people being at serments) accompanyed with the Erls of 
Southampton, Bedford, Rutland, and Lords Monnteagle, 
and (as some sayj Kitch and Sands besyds, with a great 
number of Knights and gentlemen, amounting to som 
2 or 3 hundred, aud at his coming into London both at 
Lodgate and in Cheapside, he and they that wer with him 
did publicklie deliver, that my Lord was escaped a mor- 
ther wch was to have been don by S r . Walter Kaughley, 
and the XA Cobham, wch the people that greatlie in- 
deed did affect him hearing did rejoice. And so he went 
alongs (wth som 3 hundred wth him, all of them wth 
rapiers in their hands holding them up, and wth pis- 
toles) towards Sherriff Smithe'sin Fanshoes Btreet. >iOw 
S r whether ther was a resolution to have then appre- 
hended him, or what it was, 1 do so imagine that at the 
court they had a conceat of som uproar and sedition in 
the citie upon his apprehension ; and, therfor, about 
some nyne of the clock, or soon after, watchwords were 
given from the court that the constables and watches 
should all be in armes and ready, and should look to 
ther wards and gates ; whereupou the gates wer shut 
about some ten a clock, but upon his coming to Lodgate 
it was set open, and so receaved in, and so went alonge 
in forme, as I have said, to Shiriff Smithe's- Presentlie 
warning was given to the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, who 
left the sermen at Paules, and cam away neer half an 
hour before the end- The Erl went up to Sheriff Smith ; 
stayed a great part of the dinner ther, but did eat 
nothing, his people staying below at the Shiriff's dore, 
and so he stayed ther till near one a clock. In this 
meanwhile it was from the court appointed that he 
should be proclaimed traitor, and all they traitors that 
stood with him ; and because som wer stammering to 
doe it fit is said that Mr. Secretaire did first undgrtak 
it, and said he would, if non els would) and so Mr. 
Secretarie with a herald first proclaimed him at court, 
and then cam from Whithall to Charingcrosse, and did 
proclaim bim traitor about xi a clock (so as I do con- 
jecture that the Erl had knowledge that he was pro- 
claimed er he left his house.) Then the Lord Bor- 
lei or i did proclaim him after the same manner 
traitor in Fket Street, and at Essex House in the 
Strand, with herald and sound of trumpet, and then at 
Lodgat he was proclaimed. After this the Lord Burgh- 
ley, who is Lord president of York, and now at this 
tyme Lord Lieutenant of London, cam to Cheapsyd, and 
ther proclamed him traitor and those traitors that 
should tak his part. All this was don befor the Erl cam 



back frome sheriff Smithe's : and som say that as the 
Erl cam to the lower end of Cheapsyd next to the Ex- 
change, that they who proclamed him wer in the upper 
end and in sight one of another. But, St., the Erl went 
on with the L. Mayor and shireffs up Cheapsyd after he 
was thus proclamed, praying for the Queen's safetie, and 
wishing that he might die a dog's death if ever he meant 
harme ether to her Ma tie or the Como ri well, and protest- 
ing that he was ther only to save his lif from his privat 
adversaries, who (as it is reported he should say) sought 
his lif this last night, and wer the men that had sold the 
Queen and kingdome to the Spaniards. And thus he 
cam up towards Paules wth the Lord Mayor, sheriffs, 
and many others accompanying him even after he was 
proclaimed, and in the upper end of Cheapsyd, they say 
he and my Lord Burghley met, when the L. Burghley 
called him traitor, and the Erl answered that he lied 
in his throat, but non offered to lay hands on him. A 
wholl hour he stayed on a horse wch some had lent him 
(for he and his people came out a foot,) and some 
speechis he used to the people, and so he went with 
some 4 or 5 hundred people towards Lodgate, wch wth 
all other gates of the citie was fast shut up, that non 
could have entries into the citie for foar his followers, 
should encrease; but Ludgate being the passage to 
Fleetstreet, and so to the court, the port cullies was let 
fall. The Erie's people thus coming through Paules 
Church yard, when they cam to the west end of Paules 
over aganst the Bishop of London's, the Bishop had geven 
chardg ther to the constables, &c. to stop his passing 
downe to Lodgate because he was now proclaimed 
traitor, and therfor should not be permitted to go to the 
court, wch was the thing that the Erl designed. And 
ther his people wer, by such as wer set to keep the streets 
ther, coraanded to stand, but they chardging the officers 
and constables, &c, and dischardging some pistolles 
upon them, the <*aid officers did then encounter wth 
them, and dischardged some shot of eullever and musket 
by wch my Lord of Essex's page was slane hard by his 
Lord ; Sr. Christopher Blunt shot in the throat and 
dead as is thought or verie neer ; Sr. Gh. Travest killed, 
and the Erl himself shot through the hat twice ; yet if 
the gate and portcullies had not been made fast they had 
burst through- But seing that passag darned up, the 
Erl cam back through Wctling street (for Paules and 
Paules church yard wer all shut up) and so all alongst 
that street till he cam to Bow-lane (the Mayor and she- 
riffs wth him still, and many others that wer all of them 
amased at this strange event). Then he turned downe 
Bowe Lane by Mr. Freland's house, and went to Queen 
hyve, wher he took boats and some fortie wth him, and 
so these went wth him to Essex house by water, wher now 
he is enclosed. Bedford did slirinck from him upon the 
proclamation, and so did many moar ; and they that did 
follow him wer forced to leave him at the water syd, for 
ther was not meanes to cary them. Now S r . ther were 
some 3 proclamations in Cheapsyd, of wch the last was 
that her Ma K did pardon all those that did forsack him 
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claimed King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, at several public places in London, to his no 
doubt great satisfaction. ' 

After this he waits upon King James for several years at Whitehall, and receives from him 
Knighthood as a mark of his favour, and is found a man of great wisdom, learning, and in great re- 



and not stick to him. Now he, Southampton, Rutland, 
Mounteagle, and the other two Lords (if they wer wth 
him) ar all enohjaed in Essex house ; for presentlie after 
he was thus gon, a round cheque cam to the Lord Mayor 
and sheriffs for not apprehending of him, and so they to 
shewe ther diligence sent many companyes to surround 
Essex house. All the street, on the foresyds towards 
the Church is full of armed men, foot and pyk and horse- 
men of wch the L*. * is said to he the leader, being, as I 
wrote, released some six days ago. That syd that is to the 
water is lykwise cumpassed about : the water gate is 
broken downe, so they are entred into the garden and 
into the Banqueting house. Some shotts have been made 
out of Essex house and wonded some, and, as they say, 
killed some others ; one man's thigh is burst, a horse 
killed, &e. The L. Burghley himself cam to the gate 
and knocked, but some within bid him be gon, or they 
protested they would knock him about the head with 
bullets. This much this Sonday till eight a clock at 
night that the watch was set. About six a clock some 
peec of ordnance wer brought from the Tower to beat 
his house, and about ten he yealded himself and his peo- 
ple, and so is carved this Sonday at night in shewe to 
the court to Whithall, but as most men think to the 
Tower, or if not he and his will be ther shortlie, or then 
they will loose ther heads verie presentlie, weh I look for 
every hour. For this mater is desperat, and they are 
but dead men in my conceat. I pray you, if you look to 
hear any thingfrom me yeald me tho posts ; for you have 
as great reason to look for advertisments now, as 
ever you had these hundreth years, in weh tyme the 
lyke hath not been seen. I have been at chardges of 
other posts that ar com downe, and fewe ar com that I 
have not geven lardglie to, weh I pray you consider of 

how I can do it.— The Lord God preserve his Ma" e 

and his Queen and their children. — I. H. — London, this 
8 Februarie, 1600. 

It is expected that they will be beheaded to day at 
Westminster ; for the adversarie doth follow the rage 
of the age. 

To Mr. Fullerton in all hast." 

This letter, though addressed to Mr. Fullerton, was 
evidently intended for the perusal of James VI., by 
whom, on his accession to the English throne, he was 
afterwards knighted. The author of the Montgomery 
MSS. after censuring what he describes as the ominous 
and fatal interposition of Sir James Fullerton, between 
$iv Hugh Montgomery and Sir James Hamilton, in the 
affair of Con O'Neill herein after referred to, concludes 
the detail of it at p. 63 of the MSS. in the following 
terms : — " Yet in all my reach of papers and enquiry 
of knowing more, I cannot find or hear what became of 
Sir James Fullerton or of his posterity, or whether he 
died childless, there being none of that sirname (that I 

vol. ill. K 



can find) in Scotland, above the degree of a gentleman, 
only I read in Bishop Usher's life that he lies in St. 
Erasmus' chapel where that Primate was buried." On' 
reference, however, to the Patent Rolls of Ireland, the 
following grants to him of lands and franchises are thus 
recorded— 1. Jac. I. xiv-9.— Grant from the King to 
James Fullerton Gent, of lands in the Counties of 
Westmeath, Tipperary, Waterford, aud Sligo— 1. Jac. 

I. xv.-ll. Same to same. Grant of lands in Donegal 

1. Jac. I, xvi-11. Same to same. Grant of lands &c. 
in the City of Dublin and in the Counties of Westmeath, 
Roscommon, Kerry, Dublin, Kilkenny, Kildare, Antrim 
Queen's, and Cork. And in 2. Jac. 1. a grant from the 
King to Sir James Fullerton, to hold a weekly Saturday 
market and twofairs at Sligo with a Court of pye poudre 
aud the usual tolls. He is named, also, as Sir James 
Fullerton, M. M. G. one of the Commissioners of the 
Court of Wards and Liveries in the years 1606 and 1609, 
with the then Lord Deputy, Sir Arthur Chichester, and 
others. And in the year 1616 he is nominated by Sir 
James Hamilton, with his wife and his faithful friend, 
the then Earl of Abercorn, as one of the Executors of 
his will, which bears date on the 10th of December in 
that year, and which will be hereafter more particularly 
referred to. In Dr. Elrington's Life of Usher the fol- 
lowing statement occurs, in the description of the Arch- 
bishop's funeral p. 279 : — " The body was deposited in 
St. Erasmus' chapel, next to the tomb of Sir James Ful- 
lerton, his early instructor." And a lately published 
" Panorama of London," containing the description of 
Westminster Abbey, under the head of "Chapel of St. 
Paul," has the following passage: — " On an ancient 
table-monument are the effigies of Sir James Fullerton 
and his lady. ' 

fit would appear from the following statement in the 
" Montgomery MSS" (pp. 8, 9,) that Hugh Montgomery, 
the 6th Laird of Braidstane, in Scotland, whose for- 
tunes were afterwards so closely connected with those of 
Sir James Hamilton, recommended himself to King 
James in a similar manner.— "Appearing at the Court 
in Edinburgh he was respected as a well-accomplished 
gentleman, being introduced to kiss King James the 
Sixth's hand, by divers Noblemen, on whose recom- 
mendation he was received into favour, (and especial 
notice taken of him,) which encreased more and more 
by reason of a correspondence he had with his brother 
George, (then Dean of Norwich in the Church of Eng- 
land,)wherebyhereceived and gave frequent intelligence 
to his Majesty of the Nobility and State Ministers in 
Queen Elizabeth's Court and Council, and of the country 
gentlemen as they were well or ill affected to his Ma- 
jesty's succession." — Again at pp. 19 and 20. — "And 
now Halcyon days shined throughout all Scotland, all 
animosities being compressed by his Majesty (who in a 
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quest with his Majesty, as being very faithfull to, and very active for Mm, in his interest, and so 
highly honored of all great men in Court and City. 

At this time it fell out that Ireland had many lands and estates forfeited in a late rebellion, and 
now to be disposed of by his Majesty; and his Majesty designing to gratify bis Scotch Nobility and 
Gentry, and by them to carry on the planting of Ireland, was yery disposed to grant, and accordingly 
did * * * * * 

Sir J * * * * * 

Scotland ***** 
to Ireland * * * * 

with a great * * * * 

himself * * * 

him yearly * thousand pounds sterling in * * 

with duties valuable to more than 12 hundred * a year;* he is chosen one of his Ma- 

jesty's honMe Privy Council for that Kingdom, and created Lord Viscount Olaneboy ; so continues 
at great favour at court, power and splendour in this Kingdom. 



few mouths afterwards) having certain intelligence of 
Queen Elizabeth's sickness and extreme bodily weak- 
ness, and not long thence of her death, which was on the 
21th of March (according to the English computation) 
An. Dom 1602, James the 6th being proclaimed King in 
London and Westminster by the Lord Mayor, with the 
Lords of the Privy Council, and by them solemnly in- 
vited to take progress and receive the Crown with the 
Kingdoms of England, &c, into his gracious protection. 
Accordingly Ms Majesty (as soon as conveniency would 
allow) went to Westminster attended by divers Noble- 
men and many gentlemen, being by greater numbers 
conveyed to the border, where he was received by Eng- 
lish Lords, Esqrs., and Gentry, in great splendour. 
Among the Scottish Lairds (which is a title equivalent 
to Esqrs.) who attended his MajeBty to Westminster, he 
of Braidstane was not the least considerable; but made 
a figure more lookt on than some of the Lords sonns, and 
as valuable in account as the best of his own degree and 
estate in that journey." 

The extensive grants in several counties in Ireland 
made to Sir James Hamilton by King James, as a reward 
for his services, will be hereafter referred to ; but as the 
most extensive one, and that respecting which these 
MSS. are principally conversant, consisted of the terri- 
tories of the Upper Clandeboy and the Great Ardes, in 
the county of Down, formerly the property of Con O'Neill, 
in which Sir James Hamilton alone was named as a 
Trustee for himself and the said Con O'Neill, and also 
tor Sir Hugh Montgomery ; and as no account of that 
transaction is given in these MSS., it has been thought 
proper to give in an Appendix the entire version of it as 
found in the Montgomery MSS., especially as the 
latter are now out of priut 



b The date of the Patent is the the 4th of May, 1622, in 
the 20th year of James the 1st. A copy of the Constat 
in Latin is given in the 1st vol. of the Irish Lords 
Journals, p. but as it contains only the granting part 
and not the recitals of the grounds on which it was 
granted ; and as they throw considerable light not only 
on Sir James Hamilton's personal history, buton the then 
state of the country, a translation of a copy of it, which 
has been obtained from the Bolls Office, is here in- 
serted :— " The King and so forth : To all Archibishops, 
Dukes. Marquises, Larls, Vigcts., Bishops, Barons, Pro- 
vosts, Freemen, and all our officers ministers and sub- 
jects whatsoever to whom these present letters shall 
come, greeting. Know ye that Wo considering the great 
fidelity and labour, our Trusty Servant Sir James Hamil - 
tonKnt. of Bangor in the County of Down in our Kingdom 
of Ireland, has practised and done to the most serene 
Queen Elizabeth of Happy Memory, and not only in our 
affairs and business, but also in our more private Councils 
of our Kingdom of Ireland, and in the public assemblies 
of the same Kingdom, and that by his great labour and 
expence there has been brought a plantation of British 
subjects of our Kingdom of England into Ireland, and to 
those other parts of Ulster particularly Claneboy and 
"theArds," (the antient Retreat of the Kebells,) and 
erected roofed Fortresses, and improved them with Build- 
ings such as are in Villages and Towns restraining the 
Rebells, or for the sake of the better preservation of lite 
restoration and bringing back of religion, the increase of 
the Republick and the advantage of those in power, anol 
he has procured the tranquility of the Province of Ul- 
ster, of our special grace certain knowledge and mert 
motion WE Have erected prefered and created the 
aforesaid Sir James Hamilton to be Viscount Claneboy 
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la this time his second brother, Archibald, is educated in learning ; then bred a Writer to the 
Signet in Edinburgh ; afterwards settles Commissary at Limerick ; becomes a man of great judg- 
ment and integrity, and purchases a good estate, and lives in great plenty and good, esteem for wis- 
dom, wealth, and piety, in that Kingdom generally his whole life ; married first to * * 

* * * by whom he had two daughters. 

The third son, Gawin, after due improvements in humanity at home, is bred a merchant, in Glas- 
gow ; becomes a great and successfull proficient therein ; purchases, possesses, and manages some 
lands in Scotland, at the foot of Clide, in * , and some lands in Ireland, in Hollywood 

near Belfast ; obtains a lease of the great Bann, near Coirain, and provides himself with three mer- 
chant ships, and carries the product of the aforesaid lands and fishings and other commodities of 
this country abroad, and brings home to Scotland, especially to Glasgow, and * , viz., the 
Northern sea-ports and Dublin, wines and other effects from tht places to which he had carried his 
other effects, and so becomes very wealthy and great in his station and way of living. 



in our County of Down, in our Kingdom of Ireland, and 
him the said James Viscount Claneboy aforesaid by the 
tenor of these presents we do erect prefer and create 
and have given granted and preferred, and by these pre- 
sents do give grant and prefer to the said James the 
name stile state degree dignity title and honor of Vis- 
count Claneboy aforesaid, To have and to hold the same 
name state stile degree dignity title and honor of Vis- 
count Claneboy aforesaid with all and singular pre- 
eminences and other honors to such name state stile 
dignity degree title and honor of Viscount Claneboy 
appertaining or belonging, to the aforesaid James Harail- 
and the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten and to 
be begotten for ever,_ Willing and by these presents 
granting for us our heirs and successors that the afore- 
said James and his heirs male aforesaid may successively 
bear and have, and every of them may have and bear the 
name state degree stile dignity title and honor of 
Viscount Claneboy aforesaid, and be successively called 
and known and each of them be called and known by the 
name of Viscount Claneboy aforesaid* and that the same 
James and his heirs male aforesaid successively shall be 
held in all things Visct. Claneboy, and as a Viscount 
of our said Kingdom of Ireland shall be held and reputed 
and every of them be held and reputed, and they may 
have hold and possess and every of them may have hold 
and possess a seat voice and place in Parliament and in 
tie publick meetings and Councils of us our Heirs and 
successors within our Kingdom of Ireland amongst other 
Viscounts and before all Barons of our said Kingdom of 
Ireland as Viscount Claneboy; and also the said James 
and his Heirs male aforesaid may enjoy and use and 
each of them may enjoy and use by the name of Vis- 
count Claneboy ail and singular such rights privileges 
pre-eminences and immunities to the degree of Visct. of 
our said Kingdom of Ireland truly and of right apper- 
taining, which other Viscounts oi our said Kingdom of 



Ireland before this time more decently honorably and 
quietly used and enjoyed or at present use and enjoy. 
And because by the encrease of the state and high dig- 
nity, the expence and high charges are necessarily in- 
creased and that the said James and his heirs male 
aforesaid, may and can and each of them may and can 
the better more decently and more honourably maintain 
and support the said degree of Visct Claneboy and the 
charges imposed on the said James and his heirs male 
aforesaid, therefore of our more abundant grace WB 
have given and granted and by these presents for us our 
Heirs and successors WE do give and grant to the afore- 
said James and his aforesaid heirs male for ever the 
fee or annual rent of thirteen pounds six shillings and 
eight pence current money of Ireland by the year, To 
have levy and receive annually the said fee or annual 
rent of £13 6s 8d to the said James and his heirs male 
aforesaid, out of the issues rents and profits , great and 
small customs and subsidies granted or due to us or here- 
after to us our heirs or successors to be granted or due, 
coming increasing or emerging within the Port of our 
City of Dublin, to be paid by the hands of the collector of 
us our heirs and successors of the customs and subsidies 
of us our heirs and succerssors there for the time being 
at the Feasts of Saint Michael the Archangel and Easter, 
by equal portions. WE will also and so forth. Without fine 
in the Hanaper and so forth. Altho' express mention and 
so forth, For Witness whereof and so forth. — Witness 
the King at Westminister, the fourth day of May. 

By Writt of Privy Seal" 
j According to Sir Wm- Betham's pedigree of the fa- 
mily, her surname was Simpson, and one of their daugh- 
ters, Jane, was the wife of Archibald Edmondstone, of 
Braidenisland. in the County of Antrim, Esq. He was 
married a second time to Rachel Carmichael, by whom 
he had 22 children, who will be mentioned in the next 
chapter. 
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The 4th son, John, after due education at schools at home, is invited and brought over by his 
eldest brother in Ireland, and he is by him employed in agenting of his law affairs for a time, and 
thereafter, by his industry, purchases a considerable estate, partly at Monellan (now Hamilton's Bawn) 
in the County of Armagh, and partly at Coronary, in the County of Cavan, of a considerable value, 
on which he lived very plentifully and creditably. 

The 5th son, William, having his younger education as his forementioned brother, was called into 
Ireland by his eldest brother, by whom he was educatad into the management of his country affairs, 
of letting his lands, receiving his rents, and passed therein very effectual and active, to the very good 
acceptance both of my Lord and his tenants, and also purchased for himself a very competent estate 
in several places in the county of Down, partly of my Lord, and partly of other places adjacent to 
his estate, wherein he lived plentifully, and in very good respect with all. 

The sixth brother, Patrick, bad his younger education at home in learning, wherein he became 
very hopefull, and was put to the college for further improvement and * * He followed the study 
of Divinity, wherein his proficiency was so great, that he was called to and settled in the ministry 
at Bndenwick, in East Lothian in Scotland, where he lived all his life time, painfully and acceptable 
to all concerned, in a very staggering time. 

(To he continued.) 



ANTIQUAEIAN NOTES AND QUEBIES. 



| he following may, perhaps, 
1 be worthy of insertion in a 
J corner of your Journal. — In 
, a recently published work of 
, great merit, " Belfast and its 
I Environs," by J. Huband 
Smith, Esq , A.M., M.R.I. A., 
I find the following notice, at 
page 54. — "Printing was first introduced here 
in 1696, by the then Sovereign of the town. In 
1716, there was printed in this town, by James 
Blow, the first edition of the Holy Bible pro- 
duced in Ireland." — 




aving, amongst a few other 
relics of the early typography 
: of my native town, preserved 
i two of the ornamental letters 
used in embellishing the be- 
ginning of the chapters in 
this first Irish edition of the 
Scriptures, I send them to 
you as a little memorial of days gone by. They 
present a wonderful contrast to similar ornaments 
of the present day. There is an anecdote con- 
nected with the printing of this Bible which I 
have heard from the grandson of the publisher. 




